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1st Monty Alexander Jazz Festival this weekend at Avalon

EASTON — The Avalon Theatre
this weekend will become the
scene for inauguration of the
Monty Alexander Jazz Festival,
presented by Chesapeake
Chamber Music as part of its
ongoing cfforts to expand and
enhance its musical offerings
on the Easton Shore.

“This offering will contain sev-
m 11 last-minute surprises that

go a long way toward

panding and enhancing,”
in(‘lu(ling the addition of an
unannounced artist to perform
with the Monty Alexander Tri
and free admissi
dents at  a
“Conversation on Jaz:
will help open up the world of
jazz to newcomers and long-
time aficionados alike.

This vmm mnml expands.
upon las popular con-
cert by LI|« Munlv Alexander

This offering will contain several last-minute surprises

including the addition

of an unannounced artist to perform with the Monty Alexander Trio ...

Trio. The 2009 concert was
offered as an experiment to
test the Eastern Shore’s enthu-
m for small ensemble
The experiment was a succ
by any measure. The audience
appreciated Monty Alexander,
and the performer responded
in kind — to the audience, to
the theater and to the arca an alto saxophonist
itsell. who turned 18 earier th

Alexander also took on the
challenge of finding a “risi
star” {o grace the new festival
1t did not take long before he
selected the Grace Kelly
Quintet as the first to be invit-
ed. The group kicks off the fes-
tival tonight with an cvening
ert.

In the discussions with mer, already has five jaz
Alexander that followed, the

single concert experiment lis h )
grewinto a threc-cvent festival, l)nwmmmtagazm s among
and the acclaimed jazz pianist  the best jazz recordings of the
accepted CCM's invitation to ~ decade.

become the new festival's artis-

Kelly and her quintet have
tic director, as well as its name- it

performed worldwide to criti
m, and she h'\\ been

of the genre. For
y she has
been named “Best Jazz Act” in
her hometown of Boston. And
for the second year in a row
she has been named to the
“Alto smmumN Rising Star”
list in the 58th Annual
DounBeat Magazine Critcs
Poll

have taken enthusiasti
Kelly's appearance on the
scene. She has received acco-

lades from the likes of Monty
Alexander, Wynton Marsalis,
Harry Connick Jr., Marian
McPartland, AnnHampton
Callaway (who detected “the
boundless spirit and imagine
st”), Dave

tion of a natural art
Brubeck and Keith Inckhwl
among others. Marsalis com-
mented on her natural musical
ability as well as her “ability to
adapt Unl is lhe Inllnnlk ofa

ey will b accomparicd by

the members of her touring
band, including  trumpeter
Jason Palmer,

Doug Johuson

sold-out con-
cert, Alexander should be a
familiar figure to long-standing
fans of jazz as well as relative
newcomers to the genre. A
Saturday evening concert fea-
turing the Monty Alexander
Trio highlights this year's festi

“Trio” may be a misnomer in
this owever,

Bobby Thomas Jr, a hand
drummer who has performed
with Alexander in the past and
shares his Caribbean influ-
ence, recently accepted an
invitation to join the trio for its

@MMBWAW%

at the
Slaughter
Creek Marina
N38° 28.54' W78° 17.31"
638 Taylors Island Road
Taylors Island, Maryland
(410) 221-5111

vatons accepied

concert.
Alexander's career spans fi Fw
decades. s built his rept
ation by exploring and bndg
mg mc worlda of American
pular song and the
music of his native Jamaica,
while finding in each a sincere
spirit. of musical expression.
He has performed and recor
ed with ar from every cor-
ner of the musical universe and
entertainment world: Frank
Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Ray
lespie, Sonny
lark Terry, Quincy
rnest Ranglin, Barbara
Hendricks, Bill Cosby and
Bobby McFerrin, among oth-
ers.

Alexander  was  ranked
among the top five azz pianists
in journalist Gene Ri; 05

0'
book, “The Fifty Greatest Ja:
Piano Players of All-Time.”
In addition to Thomas,
Alexander will be accompa-
i st Lorin Cohen,

s ston after
having performed here in last
year's concert, and drummer
Winard Harper.

Saturday afternoon,
Alexander and Kelly will sit

Casual Elegance

down with critic and
pianist Bill Edgar, who will
moderate an informal
“Conversation  on  Jazz"
between the two performers
and the audience. This will
present an unparalleled oppor-
tunity to glimpse the art of jazz
from the perspective of jazz
artists themselves. Expect this
conversation 1o be accompa-
nied by musical demonsira-
tions to illustrate the discus-
sion. In line with Chesapeake
Chamber Music's educational
is event will be free
with a current stu-

val events will take
place at the Avalon Theatre in
Easton. The concerts will start
at 8 pm. Friday and Saturday,
and the “Conversation on Jaz
will begin at 3 p.m. Saturday.
Doors will open a hall hour
before the scheduled start
time.

Additional information can
be found on the
at wwwehesapeakechamber

ic.org/jazz. Tickets may
sed online, by calling
Chesapeake Chamber Music
al 410:819-0380 or at the door.

Traditional Eastern Shore

Maryland Favorites

Dinner

Tuesda
Pet Friendly Hapy

Seven Days

Serving Eastern Shore Cuisineina unique,
floating, waterfront setting ~ Dine Inside or Out
Opan for Lunch and Dnner Wadnescay though Sunday
View o1 ment on the web at sy paimbeachilies com

Open Labor Day Weekend ~ Live Entertainment
Saturday, Sept. 4, 7-10 pm, JohnE Wa2C &
Sunday, Sept. 5, 7-10 pm, D.J. Ron Bromwell

Come See Us Sept. 12th During the Waterman’s Rodeo
.. . Join us for Yappy Hour
410

o] at the bar!

am Appetizer and Drink Specials 0
TIDEWATERINNDINE.COM

Great Food, Good Times & Good Music! o

from 5-7 PM Wednesday-Friday
EASTON
Owner, Managed and Operated

on the Terrace

one and get anather half off

Thursday Wine & C

[

$15 per person

2.13

EAST DOVER STREET
MD 2160

Monty Alexander will perform Saturday night during the first
Monty Alexander Jazz Festival at the Avalon Theatre.




